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as amended by the Plenipotentiary Con-
ference (Kyoto, 1994) and the Pleni-
potentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002), 
together with the declarations and reserva-
tions by the United States, all as contained 
in the Final Acts of the Plenipotentiary Con-
ference (Antalya, 2006). I transmit also, for 
the information of the Senate, the report of 
the Department of State concerning the 
amendments. 

The Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 
2006) adopted amendments that, among 
other things: clarify the functions of certain 
International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) officials and bodies; reduce the fre-
quency of certain ITU conferences; clarify 
eligibility for re-election to certain ITU posi-
tions; enhance oversight of the ITU budget 
and provide for results-based (as well as cost- 
based) budget proposals; expand the scale of 
available contribution levels for Member 
States and Sector Members; and, clarify the 
definition of and role of observers partici-
pating in ITU proceedings. 

Consistent with longstanding practice in 
the ITU, the United States, in signing the 
2006 amendments, made certain declarations 
and reservations. Subject to those declara-
tions and reservations, I believe the United 
States should ratify the 2006 amendments to 
the International Telecommunication Union 
Constitution and Convention. These amend-
ments will contribute to the ITU’s ability to 
adapt to changes in the global telecommuni-
cations sector and, in so doing, serve the 
needs of the United States Government and 
United States industry. It is my hope that 
the Senate will take early action on this mat-
ter and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 8, 2008. 

Remarks on Signing the Second 
Chance Act of 2007 
April 9, 2008 

The President. Please be seated. Thank 
you. Please sit down. Thanks for coming. I’m 
about to sign a piece of legislation that will 
help give prisoners across America a second 

chance for a better life. This bill is going to 
support the caring men and women who help 
America’s prisoners find renewal and hope. 

I can’t thank the folks who care enough 
about a fellow citizen to offer their love and 
compassion. It’s through the acts of mercy 
that compassionate Americans are making 
the Nation a more hopeful place, and I want 
to thank you all for joining us today. 

And I thank the Members of Congress 
who have joined us as well: Senator Arlen 
Specter, ranking member of the Judiciary 
Committee; Chairman Joe Biden, not of the 
Judiciary Committee—— 

Senator Joseph R. Biden, Jr. Thank God. 
[Laughter] 

The President. ——but of Foreign Rela-
tions; but a key member of the Judiciary 
Committee, Senator Sam Brownback, as 
well. So we’ve got three United States Sen-
ators here, and I’m honored they are here. 
Members of the United States Congress— 
chairman of the House Judiciary, John Con-
yers, and Ranking Member Lamar Smith, I 
want to thank you all for coming. 

I appreciate very much Danny Davis join-
ing us as well—bill sponsor. I want to thank 
Jim Sensenbrenner and Bobby Scott and 
Howard Coble and Chris Cannon—all good 
Members and all Members who worked hard 
to get this piece of legislation here in timely 
fashion. 

I thank the Attorney General, Judge Mi-
chael Mukasey, for joining us as well. Elaine 
Chao—thank you for coming, Madam Sec-
retary; Rob Portman, former Director of the 
OMB; and all the supporters of the Second 
Chance legislation. Thanks for caring about 
your country; thanks for working on this 
piece of legislation. 

The country was built on the belief that 
each human being has limitless potential and 
worth. Everybody matters. We believe that 
even those who have struggled with a dark 
past can find brighter days ahead. One way 
we act on that belief is by helping former 
prisoners who’ve paid for their crimes. We 
help them build new lives as productive 
members of our society. 

The work of redemption reflects our val-
ues. It also reflects our national interests. 
Each year, approximately 650,000 prisoners 
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are released from jail. Unfortunately, an esti-
mated two-thirds of them are rearrested 
within 3 years. The high recidivism rate 
places a huge financial burden on taxpayers; 
it deprives our labor force of productive 
workers; and it deprives families of their 
daughters and sons and husbands and wives 
and moms and dads. 

Our Government has a responsibility to 
help prisoners to return as contributing 
members of their community. But this does 
not mean that the Government has all the 
answers. Some of the most important work 
to help ex-convicts is done outside of Wash-
ington, DC, in faith-based communities and 
community-based groups. It’s done on streets 
and smalltown community centers. It’s done 
in churches and synagogues and temples and 
mosques. 

I like to call the folks who are engaged 
in this compassionate work members of the 
armies of compassion. They help addicts and 
users break the chains of addiction. They 
help former prisoners find a ride to work and 
a meal to eat and place to stay. These men 
and women are answering the call to love 
their neighbors as they’d like to be loved 
themselves. And in the process, they’re help-
ing prisoners replace anger and suffering and 
despair with faith and hope and love. 

The bill I’m signing today, the Second 
Chance Act of 2007, will build on work to 
help prisoners reclaim their lives. In other 
words, it basically says, we’re standing with 
you, not against you. 

First, the act will authorize important parts 
of the administration’s prison reentry initia-
tive. The goal of this initiative is to help 
America’s prisoners by expanding job train-
ing and placement services, improving their 
ability to find transitional housing, and help-
ing newly released prisoners get mentoring, 
including from faith-based groups. 

The past 3 years, congressional appropria-
tions have supported the work in 20 States 
through a series of pilot programs awarded 
to community- and faith-based organizations 
by the U.S. Department of Labor. The early 
efforts have fielded promising results. In the 
first 2 years of the program, more than 
12,800 offenders have enrolled in the pris-
oner reentry program. More than 7,900 have 
been placed in jobs. Only 18 percent of those 

enrolled in the program have been arrested 
again within a year; that’s less than half the 
national average. We like to measure results, 
and the results of these pilot programs are 
very encouraging. 

With the legislation I’ll sign today, Con-
gress has recognized the success of this good 
policy, and I thank them for their good work. 
Secondly, act will support the Justice Depart-
ment’s ongoing work to help our Nation’s 
prisoners. This bill will help State and local 
governments and Indian tribes and nonprofit 
groups implement programs that will im-
prove the prisoner reentry process. 

These programs will provide further— 
former prisoners with essential services, like 
housing and medical care. It will help de-
velop prisoner drug treatment programs and 
support prisoner mentoring initiatives. It will 
support family counseling and other services 
to help prisoners reestablish their place in 
the community. 

In both these ways, the Second Chance 
Act will live up to its name. It will help en-
sure that where the prisoner’s spirit is willing, 
community’s resources are available. It will 
help our armies of compassion use their heal-
ing touch so lost souls can rediscover their 
dignity and sense of purpose. 

I recently went to a program in Baltimore, 
Maryland, called the Jericho. I met a man 
there, who has kindly joined us today, named 
Thomas Boyd. He’s 53 years old. He spent 
more than 20 years of his life using drugs 
and going back and forth to jail. He remem-
bers the day when his daughter sat down, 
looked him in the eye, and said, ‘‘Daddy, I 
think it’s time for you to start doing some-
thing with your life.’’ 

He took his daughter’s advice. He sought 
out the Jericho reentry program, which is 
supported by the reentry initiative. When I 
visited the program, I tried to remind them 
that the least shall be first. I also reminded 
him I was a product of a faith-based program. 
I quit drinking, and it wasn’t because of a 
government program. It required a little 
more powerful force than a government pro-
gram in my case. 

And he told me that he appreciates the 
love and compassion he felt—feels on a reg-
ular basis. He’s working; he’s back with his 
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family; he’s a good guy. And I want to thank 
you for coming, Thomas. 

I want to thank you for coming, Thomas. 
Thomas Boyd. Yes, sir, thank you. 
The President. There’s a lot of other 

Thomases out there that we’re going to help 
with this bill. And so I thank the Members 
of Congress for joining us. Thanks for your 
hard work. I thank the members of my ad-
ministration who are going to see to it that 
the bill is implemented properly. 

And now it is my honor to sign this impor-
tant piece of legislation. May God bless the 
country, and may God bless those who are 
trying to help. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:31 a.m. in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. H.R. 1593, approved April 9, was 
assigned Public Law No. 110–199. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong of 
Singapore 
April 9, 2008 

President Bush. Welcome the Senior 
Minister from our very close ally, Singapore, 
back to the Oval Office. Gosh, I think we 
must have met, seems like a half a dozen, 
at least, times since I’ve been the President. 

Senior Minister Goh. Yes. 
President Bush. And every time I meet 

with you, I come away with a better under-
standing of a lot of issues, particularly in your 
part of the world. I thank you very much 
for briefing me and sharing your wisdom. 

We spent a lot of time talking about the 
neighborhood. But before I get to a couple 
of countries in the neighborhood, I do want 
to say, one, how much I appreciate your firm 
stance against extremists and radicals who 
use the tactics of murder and intimidation 
to advance their ideologies. Singapore is a 
very strong ally in the war against the extrem-
ists. 

And I also am so pleased that the trade 
agreement that we negotiated during our re-
spective times has kicked in. I’m a believer 
in free and fair trade, as are you, sir, and 
our FTA with Singapore was a very positive 
accomplishment for our two countries. 

We did spend time talking about the coun-
tries in the neighborhood. We spent time on 
Burma and the need for the military regime 
there to understand that they shouldn’t fear 
the voices of people. And yet they do. I’m 
disappointed with the progress made to date 
there and would urge the military leadership 
there to open up and respond to the will of 
the people. 

And the other issue is China and its rela-
tions with Tibet. We both agree that it would 
stand the Chinese Government in good stead 
if they would begin a dialog with the rep-
resentatives of the Dalai Lama. They’ll 
find—if they ever were to reach out to the 
Dalai Lama, they’d find him to be a really 
fine man, a peaceful man, a man who is anti- 
violence, a man who is not for independence 
but for the cultural identity of the Tibetans 
being maintained. 

And so I want to thank you, sir. You got 
good knowledge, and you’ve had a lot of ex-
perience, and you’re kind to share it with me. 

Senior Minister Goh. Well, thank you 
very much, President, for welcoming me 
back to Oval Office. It’s a joy coming back 
here and to see you. I was very interested 
in developments in the Middle East. And the 
President briefed me on the developments 
in Iraq, on concerns which he has over Iran, 
which is still a very big problem, not just for 
the U.S. but for the region and for the world. 

Then President was interested in develop-
ments in Asia, so I was able to add some 
value to his knowledge—[laughter]—on 
Southeast Asia and on Asia. 

On Tibet, I agree with the President that 
the way forward will be for the Chinese lead-
ers to talk to some representatives of the 
Dalai Lama. And that is to—if they can— 
to talk directly to the Dalai Lama. I think 
that’s the only way for them to contain this 
problem. 

On Myanmar, I told the President that 
while the army is the problem, the army has 
to be part of the solution. Without the army 
playing a part in solving problems in 
Myanmar, there will be no solution. So these 
are the issues which we discussed. 

And of course, I emphasized the impor-
tance of keeping the world—having this free 
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